
BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIOPROCESS ENGINEERING

Instructions to Authors

AIMS AND SCOPE

Biotechnology and Bioprocess Engineering is an interna-

tional bimonthly journal published by the Korean Society for

Biotechnology and Bioengineering. BBE is devoted to the

advancement in science and technology in the wide area of

biotechnology, bioengineering, and (bio)medical engineer-

ing. This includes but is not limited to applied molecular and

cell biology, engineered biocatalysis and biotransformation,

metabolic engineering and systems biology, bioseparation

and bioprocess engineering, cell culture technology, environ-

mental and food biotechnology, pharmaceutics and biophar-

maceutics, biomaterials engineering, nanobiotechnology, and

biosensor and bioelectronics. 

Editors of BBE appreciate contributions from all relevant

fields, but the contributions classified as “Research Articles”

should report the significant advancement of knowledge and/

or technology. The spread of advanced knowledge will ben-

efit researchers and practitioners in academia, industry, and

healthcare fields. The other type of contributions is

“Reviews”. Review articles are either solicited by Editors

(“Invited Review”) or unsolicited (“Review”). All submitted

manuscripts are subjected to reviews by peers. 

ETHICS AND DISCLOSURES

Plagiarisms
The journal uses plagiarism detection software to screen the

submissions. If plagiarism is identified, the COPE guidelines

on plagiarism will be followed. 

Review process
Content published in this journal is peer reviewed (Single

Blind).

Disclosures
Authors should disclose information regarding the funding

source(s), potential conflict of interest, compliance with the

institutional ethical guideline when animals are involved in

the research, or consent information of the use of human par-

ticipants’ data and/or biological material(s).

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

General Requirements and Responsibilities
BBE adopts the “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts

(URM)” set and updated by the International Committee of

Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE), which can be found at

http://www.icmje.org/.

Authors, Editors, and Reviewers should understand their

roles and responsibilities throughout the publication process,

which can be found at http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/

browse/roles-and-responsibilities/responsibilities-in-the-sub-

mission-and-peer-peview-process.html.

Contributions are accepted on the understanding that the

authors have obtained the necessary authority for publica-

tion. Submission of an article is understood to imply that the

article is original and unpublished and is not being consid-

ered for publication elsewhere. All papers will be critically

read by multiple reviewers who will be selected for their

competence in the subject of matter of the paper. However,

the executive editorial board may decide not to recommend

a certain submission for further reviews by peer reviewers

after pre-assessment to keep the speed and quality of publi-

cation rapid and high. 

Submission of Manuscripts
All manuscripts should be submitted via the on-line submis-

sion system (http://www.editorialmanager. com/bben). 

Page Costs
Papers selected for publication in BBE are subjected to a

page charge of $50 per printed journal page. Additional

charges are assessed for color figures. Authors will be

charged $150 per color figure. Page charges are exempted if

the research was conducted, AND the paper was submitted

outside Korea. These papers cannot acknowledge financial

support(s) from the Korean governmental, industrial or aca-

demic institution. You can publish one article without having

to pay the page cost if you had completed two reviews in the

previous calendar year.

Types of Manuscripts
Research Articles are research reports of new findings. These

papers should not exceed 30 double-spaced pages of text

(not including the title and reference pages) and contain a

precise description and interpretation of research. Reviews

are critical assessments of relevant topics of contemporary

interest. These papers should not exceed 60 double-spaced

pages of text.

Title Page
The title page of the article should be followed in the order

of title, the authors’s name and affiliations and the full cor-

respondence address including telephone, fax, e-mail, etc.

The main title should be concise, descriptive and informative

to the subject of manuscript and should not exceed more than

150 characters. The running title should be restricted to 50

characters.

Abstract and Keywords
Provide an abstract which states concisely the objectives and



the results of the paper in not more than 250 words. It must

be a brief and factual account of contents, conclusions, and

relevance of the findings with an emphasis on what readers

will gain from the manuscript. Do not cite any reference in

the abstract. A list of 4-6 keywords for a subject index

should be included on this page.

Text Body
(1) The recommended format and the capitalization styles

of major headings are as follows: Abstract, Keywords,

Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and

Discussion, Conclusion, Acknowledgements, Nomen-

clature, References.

(2) Leave a space between word and parenthesis. Special

words of Latin or French origin should be in italic (e.g.,

in vitro, et al.).

(3) References to published work should be indicated at the

appropriate place using brackets (e.g., [2,6-8]), num-

bered consecutively, and a list of references in numer-

ical order should be provided at the end of the

manuscript.

(4) Sources of materials and instruments should be clearly

presented together with the names of the appropriate

cities and countries.

(5)Units: The SI system should be used for all dimensional

quantities. Leave a space between numbers and units

except oC and % (e.g., 40 mg/L, 50%, 10 h).

(6) Equations and symbols: Main symbols used in equa-

tions and text should be in italic. Superscripts and sub-

scripts should not (e.g., Deff, kLa, Yx/s). Equations must

be numbered consecutively using Arabic numbers.

(7) Tables: Type each table on a separate sheet of paper.

The table title should have the first letter of the first

word capitalized. Details of all necessary additional

information can be included in the table footnotes. Pre-

ferred font is Arial or Times New Roman with 10 or 12

pt. Table should not contain vertical linings and the cap-

tions should be understandable without referring the text.

(8) Figures: Graphs, figures, and other illustrations should

be drawn on separate sheets of paper. The uniformity in

size of the figures should be maintained carefully. BBE

encourages both gray and color illustration as TIFF/

EPS files. Use 600 dpi/1200 dpi for illustrations for bet-

ter clarity. When a figure consists of more than one plot,

designate each plot as A, B, C, etc. on the upper left-

hand side of the plot and refer to it in the text as

Fig. 4A, Fig. 4B, etc. All figures and lettering must be

of a size which remain legible after a 50% reduction of

the original. In the figure caption, only the first letter of

the first word in each sentence should be capitalized.

Photographs will be accepted if essential to the paper,

though an additional charge will be levied. A list of figure

captions including explanations of legends should be

supplied on a separated sheet at the end of the manuscript.

(9) Acknowledgements: Authors should acknowledge fund-

ing sources (name and grant number), possible conflict

of interest, approval by institutional research ethics

committee (also known as institutional review board,

IRB) for research ethics (ethics approval number), and

informed consent here. Authors may use the following

phrases “The authors declare no conflict of interest”,

“No ethical approval required”, and “No informed con-

sent required” when their research was not affected by

ANY form of interests (financial or non-financial), did

not involve ANY animal study, and did not use ANY

human data and biological materials from living or

deceased patients.

(10) Nomenclature: Symbols used in the text or in equa-

tions should be collated and identified with definitions

and dimensions. The SI system should be used for all

dimensional quantities. Roman symbols are first listed

alphabetically, then followed by Greek symbols, super-

scripts, and subscripts.
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Note: Manuscripts in which references are not in this format

will be returned without review.

COPYRIGHT

Submission of a manuscript implies: that the work described

has not been published before (except in the form of an

abstract or as part of a published lecture, review, or thesis);

that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere;

that its publication has been approved by all co-authors, if

any, as well as − tacitly or explicitly – by the responsible

authorities at the institution where the work was carried out.

The author warrants that his/her contribution is original and

that he/she has full power to make this grant. The author

signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this material

on behalf of any and all co-authors. Transfer of copyright to

the Korean Society for Biotechnology and Bioengineering

and Springer becomes effective if and when the article is

accepted for publication. After submission of the Copyright

Transfer Statement signed by the corresponding author,

changes of authorship or in the order of the authors listed

will not be accepted by the Korean Society for Biotechnol-

ogy and Bioengineering and Springer. The copyright covers

the exclusive right (for U.S. government employees: to the

extent transferable) to reproduce and distribute the article,

including reprints, translations, photographic reproductions,

microform, electronic form (offline, online) or other repro-

ductions of similar nature.

An author may self-archive the English language version of

his/her article on his/her own website and his/her institution’s

knowledgement is given to the original source of publication

and a link must be accompanied by the following text: “The

original publication is available at springerlink.com”.

All articles published in this journal are protected by copy-

right, which covers the exclusive rights to reproduce and dis-

tribute the article (e.g., as offprints), as well as all translation

rights. No material published in this journal may be repro-

duced photographically or stored on microfilm, in electronic

data bases, video disks, etc., without first obtaining written

permission from the publishers. The use of general descrip-

tive names, trade names, trademarks, etc., in this publication,

even if not specifically identified, does not imply that these

names are not protected by the relevant laws and regulations.

While the advice and information in this journal is believed

to be true and accurate at the date of its going to press, nei-

ther the authors, the editors, nor the publishers can accept

any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that may

be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or

implied, with respect to the material contained herein. 

Special regulations for photocopies in the USA: Photocopies

may be made for personal or in-house use beyond the lim-

itations stipulated under Section 107 or 108 of U.S. Copy-

right Law, provided a fee is paid. All fees should be paid to

the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 222 Rosewood Drive,

Danvers, MA 01923, USA, Tel.: +1-978-7508400, Fax: +1-

978-6468600, http://www.copyright.com, stating the ISSN of

the journal, the volume, and the first and last page numbers

of each article copied. The copyright owner’s consent does

not include copying for general distribution, promotion, new

works, or resale. In these cases, specific written permission

must first be obtained from the publishers.
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